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INTRODUCTION
Japanese entrepreneurs established a successful sugar plantation industry in colonial Taiwan and the islands of Micronesia early in the 20th centwy. Although the towns built to service the new industry were modest in size and significance by comparison with the 'showcases of municipal splendour' built elsewhere in Japan's colonial empire at this time (Young 1998:250) , they were of considerable importance in bringing development and change to island societies that had largely escaped modernising influences. They also provided obvious evidence of the economic possibilities attached to the southwards advance (Nanshin). In previous papers we have examined in some detail the formation and land use characteristics of four Japanese colonial settlements in Micronesia: Koror in Palau and Garapan, Chalan Kanoa and Tinian Town in the Northern Marianas, the latter two being purpose-built sugar plantation towns (Ono, Lea and Ando 2002a; 2002b) . The origin of the design ideas upon which the development of these settlements was based --particularly the model plantation towns --has not been investigated previously and is of interest to urban historians and others examining the effects of Japanese colonialism on western Pacific societies.
Whereas the Japanese colonial government in Micronesia simply expanded existing vitlages like Garapan (Ono et al. 2002a) and Koror (Ono et al. 2002b ) into regional centres, the design of the new sugar towns was primarily in the hands of private entrepreneurs and influenced by previous company experience elsewhere and international best practice at the time. For example, Nan 'yo Kohatsu, the sugar plantation company that led the economic development of Japanese mandated Micronesia (Nan 'yo Gunto), built fully equipped towns that had modem amenities such as a social club, tennis courts, a kindergarten and included well designed employee housing laid out systematically in residential precincts. The most advanced of these settlements was Tinian Town, described by Haruji Matsue, the founder of Nan'yo Kohatsu, as 'resembling the latest urban planning' and symbolising a 'cultural city' (Matsue 1932: 188-89) . Matsue had been manager of a small sugar plantation company based in central Taiwan prior to founding Nan'yo Kohatsu, and it is understandable that the design of Micronesian company towns was closely linked to that of plantation settlements in Taiwan where the industry had been first established some two decades earlier.
A general overview of the sugar plantation towns in Taiwan and how their design has influenced the history of urban planning there has been revealed by Kaku (2000) Although sugar had been produced for some centuries in southern Japan, the Meiji government depended heavily on imported supplies. Expansion of domestic production was national policy but several attempts to establish a modem sugar plantation industry had failed in Hokkaido and Okinawa in the 1880s and 1890s (Taiwan Seito 1931) . In 1895, following the Sino-Japanese War,
Taiwan was ceded to Japan, becoming its first ovcrseas colonial territory.
The Japanese government was an almost accidental coloniser and had few development plans in place when suddenly presented with the opportunities provided by this territorial expansion (Kubo 1997: 32) . Nanshin promoters saw Taiwan as forming a critical stepping stone on the path towards expansion in the South Seas but the outbreak of serious social disorders in the province in its early years prompted calls from within the government to 'sell the island to a foreign power. By 1898, the need for economic development was urgent and Kaoru Inoue, a former minister of foreign affairs who had held other influential posts in the Meiji government, suggested to Gentaro Kodama, Taiwan as the site for the new company mill, for two main reasons (Fig. 1) . In Kohekirin, I decided that not only the mill but also land sub-divisions, tile buildings, and the design of the residential area were be Not everything he planned was built. His design for a clubhouse, for example, was not approved because it was considered too large !l1ld costly (Kusakado 1957: 8) . Nevertheless, the streets and houses were laid out as pl!l1llled and photographs from the early years at Kohekirin suggest the development of a modem, airy and idealistic model community. While the site pl!l1l was a direct copy of the Hawaii!l1l plantations, tile buildings themselves were designed in the Jap!lllese style (Fig. 9) . It should also be noted that in the early 1900s provision of dedicated comp!llly housing areas, rather than the usual 'camp site' for plantation workers, was seen as very progressive, even in
Hawaii. From tilis perspective, probably the most influential plantation that 5" . Source: Nobuknzu Kusnkndo. where the manager, George Renton, was just starting to develop company housing in the belief that providing decent family homes and facilities was crucial for the well being of workers and the stabilisation of the labour supply ( Fig. 10-12 (Fig. 13) ."
The company headquarters was moved there in 1920 (Taiwan Seito 193 I). A large plantation town was planned and built at the centre of its extensive cane fields and the housing was laid out on a systematic grid of avenues (Fig. 14) .
In the 1910s, extensive economic development was taking place in Taiwan The role of the original Kyoshito refinery was not as crucial now to the company's future as it had been at the beginning but an alcohol plant was added and the residential area expanded southwards up to the late 1930s ( Fig.   15-16 ). Emiko Uchiyama, who was born in Heito in 1929 and whose father was a Taiwan Seito employee, moved every few years from one company plantation to another with her father, including Kyoshito, said 'it was basically the same everywhere."· They were self-sufficient towns occupied exclusively by company employees. Daily needs were delivered from company stores and the need to go to shopping at a Taiwanese village nearby was very limited. Detached and semi-detached housing for the higher ranks included their own internal bathrooms but the row houses shared a public bathhouse. A shrine was built in the settlement and a priest with his family also lived in the community.
The inter-racial arrangements in the towns saw families of skilled Tai 
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ENDNOTES:
I In this paper, place names are pronounced in Japanese as they were called during the colonial period (for example, Takao for Kao-hsiung).
2 The royal family and aristocracy together initially owned 21 per cent of company shares (Kubo 1997:35) .
3 Taiwaa Seito was not solely a private company and the government provided some capital directly, as it did with other semi-public companies in Korea and later in Manchuria (Kubo 1997). 14 Same as note 13. 22 Emiko Uchiyama also recalls some cases where the housing units occupied by senior Taiwanese employees was in accommodation designed for lower ranks. In Kyoshito, she remembers there were a few row houses where Taiwanese workers' families lived which were on the western side separated by the railway (Fig. 4 
